
DePaw Competition Classes 
 

Congratulations on graduating the starters series of agility classes at DePaw and welcome to 
Competition Class!!! Competition classes are at the core of DePaw’s agility program, and they will 
prepare you and your dog to run full courses together at the competition level, as well as learn a variety 
of handling moves, improve obstacle performance, choose the best lines for your dog, and most of all, 
have fun! 

To better understand how competition classes work, the following document contains information 
regarding the levels and structure of competition classes, as well as what to expect and frequently asked 
questions. Please read it in its entirety – there’s a lot of relevant information packed in! 

 

Levels of Competition Classes 

 

Competition A: First level of competition classes 

Pre-req: Sequencing & permission of instructor or evaluation by Gerry Brown 

Level of courses: Novice/Open (AKC), Starters/Advanced (USDAA), Beginner/Novice (UKI) 

Types of courses: Standard (full height contacts, 12 straight weave poles), Jumpers with Weaves (12 
straight weave poles), Gamblers, FAST, Snooker 

Times Offered: Thursdays 9:00 AM, 10:30 AM, 5:30 PM, 7:00 PM & 8:30 PM, Mondays 9:00 AM & 10:30 
AM 

Goal: The goal of Competition A is to help prepare students to run full courses and learn what it will be 
like when you first start showing. 

 

Competition B: Second level of competition classes 

Pre-req: Competition A & permission of instructor OR evaluation by Gerry Brown  

Level of courses: Excellent (AKC), Masters (USDAA), Senior (UKI) 

Types of courses: Standard (full height contacts, 12 straight weave poles), Jumpers with Weaves (12 
straight weave poles), Gamblers, FAST, Snooker 

Times Offered: Wednesdays 9:00 am, 1:00 pm, 5:30 pm, 7:00 pm, 8:30 pm 

Goal: Run full courses at the Excellent/Masters level including adding some more advanced skills such as 
occasional backsides and threadles. 

 



 

 

Competition C: Third and highest level of competition classes at DePaw 

Pre-req: Competition B & permission of instructor OR evaluation by Gerry Brown  

Level of courses: Masters/Premier (AKC), Masters (USDAA), Champion (UKI),  

Types of courses: Standard (full height contacts, 12 straight weave poles), Jumpers (12 straight weave 
poles), Gamblers, FAST, Snooker 

Times Offered: Tuesdays 10:30 am, 12:00 pm, 7:30 pm 

Goal: Run full courses at the Masters/Premier level with international style challenges 

 

 

 

Structure of Competition Courses 

Competition A: For this level of competition class, we begin by walking the course without our dogs. The 
instructor and students discuss the different handling options for each part of the course, as well as how 
to handle challenges on course. The rules for games courses also are reviewed. The walk-through is 
followed by a 3-4 minute practice period where each handler/dog team runs part of the course with 
feedback from the instructor, one at a time on the field. The point of this 3-4 minute practice is to 
choose some of the trickier parts of the course and break them down in smaller pieces to help the 
handler/dog team isolate and work through any trouble spots. The instructor typically chooses which 
portion of the sequence to practice. After each student has had their practice time, they each run the 
full course. Even though we encourage students to run the full course, we also encourage stopping and 
rewarding your dog frequently. The point of this part of the class is not to try to run exactly like you 
would in competition, but rather give you a goal of a full course to shoot for. Depending on where you 
and your dog are in your agility journey, this may include stopping every couple of obstacles or running 
the full course. This part of the class will be timed and judged as in a real competition. 

 

Competition B: In this level of class, each handler/dog team runs the full course in the first part of the 
class except for games classes. On weeks where the course is standard or jumpers, a run order is 
written, and each handler/dog team runs the full course in the order given. It is recommended to warm 
your dog up prior to class. After all teams have run the full course, the instructor and handlers do their 
walk-through and discuss the course. The instructor gives feedback for each part of the course and 
discusses handling choices, lines, and suggests ways to improve flow and speed up time. This discussion 
is followed by the 3-4 minute practice time in which the students together with the instructor decide 
what is most helpful to work on. Sometimes this is simply running the full course again, sometimes it is 



practicing a specific portion or handling move, and sometimes it is handling a tricky part a different way. 
Often it is a combination of some or all of the above. 

 

For weeks where there are games classes (Gamblers, FAST, snooker), the instructor goes over the rules 
of the game and the class talks about various “plans” for the game that week. Then, the practice portion 
of the class is first. For Gamblers and FAST the 3-4 minute practice includes the gambler or send portion, 
while in Snooker it includes the closing sequence.  Finally, in the second part of the class the students 
run the entire games course as it would be in a competition.  

 

Competition C: In this level of class, the structure is identical to that of Competition B, with the 
exception that some of the games classes, the full course is run first. This is at the discretion of the 
instructor and can vary on weeks where there are games courses being run. 

 

Moving up levels 

The progression from one level to the next for each student is decided on by the instructor of that class 
on a case by case basis. Students progress at different rates and often have different goals. Because of 
this, the instructors are constantly evaluating the progression of each student and making sure to help 
them meet their goals and eventually progress to the next level. When the instructor and student are 
ready for the student to move up, there needs to be an open spot in the next level and time class that 
the student can attend. This can take some time depending on how full the classes are. Students who 
have more flexibility in what time slots they can attend may sometimes move up faster than a student 
who can only make one time slot, especially if that class is full. Please contact Gerry for any questions 
regarding moving classes once it has been discussed with your instructor. 

 

Holidays, make-ups, monthly payments, sabbaticals, & ring rentals 

1. Payments for competition class are due monthly at the beginning of the month. Payments 
include check and credit card (in person) or via our online system. 

2. DePaw realizes that some classes are canceled for major holidays. Typically, once a quarter, 
every class meets 5 weeks in a month and this will balance out with any month that there is a 
holiday during that class. 

3. Missed classes can be made up as long as they are made up that week in another comparable or 
lower level class. We ask that you notify Gerry if you are planning on making up a class so he can 
let the appropriate instructor know. This does not include classes missed for holidays. 
Unfortunately, due to the volume of students, we cannot have holiday make-up classes (please 
see our Class Attendance Policy for more details). 

4. For students who want to take a month-long sabbatical, please see the attached document on 
Class Attendance Policy. 



Schedule of Courses: See attached spreadsheet for the schedule of what courses are being run which 
weeks! 

Note: All DePaw Competition Agility students may rent the agility ring for practice during the week and 
on weekends where there are not trials or events. The ring rental sign up is online and is $30/hr. 
Equipment may be moved, but it must be returned to its starting place by the end of the rental.  

 

Treats on the turf 

 In order to keep our traction on our turf maximal and distraction on the turf minimal we ask that you 
not bring the following treats on the turf: 

 Cooked chicken 
 Raw hot dogs 
 Bill Jac 
 Real Meat products that have crumbles on the bottom of the bag 
 Natural Balance like products that crumble in the bag 

 

We do prefer: 

 String Cheese or Yellow Cheese 
 Happy Howies 
 Zukes 
 Nulo Grain Free Treats 
 Pocket Trainers 
 Real Meat Venison & Turkey 
 Real Meat Lamb 
 Hot dogs cooked down and blotted well so there is no grease left 
 Most soft beef or bison strips that can easily be torn but do not leave residue 

Additionally, please pick up any treats you or your dog drop if you notice them.  

 

Please be courteous to your fellow students. Each student is responsible for his or her own dog and their 
behavior as well as the behavior of their guests. If your dog (or guest) needs extra room to be 
comfortable, please make your classmates and your instructor aware of that so arrangements can be 
made to ensure everyone’s safety and comfort. 

 

Finally, please use your judgement as to whether or not your dog should attend class on any particular 
night. There are well over 100 dogs that come through DePaw in any given week. Therefore, we ask that 
if your dog has any communicable infections, diseases, or ailments, including but not limited to kennel 
cough, sarcoptic mange, or infestations of fleas that you not bring them to class until cleared by your 
veterinarian. 


